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1886. This was the first operating alternating-current
transformer installation in the United States. The first
commercial plant employing the alternating-current system
was installed by the Westinghouse Company in Buffalo,
N. Y., where it was put in operation November 30, 1886.
This was rapidly followed by other installations scattered
throughout the country.

Coincidentally with the development of the transformer,
the company brought out a new alternating-current genera-
tor designed by Stanley. This was a much more practical
and efficient form than the old Siemens type. Many other
devices required in connection with the system were pro-
duced with surprising rapidity by the corps of brilliant
young engineers who entered the employ of the company
during the first two or three years. The contributions of
Shallenberger and Schmid proved to be of inestimable value
to the company, and the high regard which Westinghouse
held for both of these brilliant inventors and their aides
he manifested at every opportunity. Among the devices
which immediately found extensive use was a voltage regu-
lator invented by Lewis B. Stillwell, a young engineer just
graduated from college, who at the suggestion of Byllesby
was employed by Westinghouse late in 1886. Stillwell ex-
plained the regulator to Westinghouse as a device adapted
to raise the alternating-current voltage at any desired
point. Westinghouse was greatly pleased and at once
christened, it the "Stillwell booster," a title which became
the popular name of this type of apparatus, technically
called the Stillwell regulator. Various other important ad-
juncts to the system were devised by Byllesby, Shallen-
berger, Belfield, and others of the company's force.

As soon as it became evident that Westinghouse proposed
to exploit extensively the alternating-current system great